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Mark 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, Mark, a close companion of the apostle Peter; Mark also appears in Acts (John Mark); it is 

likely that Peter himself was the source for much of Mark’s gospel account 

 Mark was a cousin of Barnabas and accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey; he was the 

cause for the disagreement between Paul and Barnabas 

 Date: likely in the 50s AD; the date of Acts is in or around 63 AD, so this had to come before 

Background and Setting 

 Mark seems to target Roman believers, particularly Gentiles, with his message (translated Aramaic terms, 

reckoned time according to the Roman system, careful explanation of Jewish customs, fewer references to the 

OT and less info that would appeal to Jewish readers) 

Key People 

 Jesus: the Servant who offered Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of the world 

 The Twelve Disciples: Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, James (son of Alphaeus), 

Thomas, Thaddeus, Simon, Matthew, Judas Iscariot 

 Religious leaders: Pharisees and Sadducees; joined together in their hatred of Jesus 

 Pilate: Roman governor who ordered the crucifixion of Jesus in place of Barabbas 

Themes/Features/Characteristics of Mark 

 Purpose: to demonstrate that Jesus is the suffering Servant of the Lord; he wants to help readers understand 

who Jesus is and what real discipleship involves 

 Focus: Mark focuses on the deeds of Jesus more than His teaching, particularly emphasizing service and 

sacrifice; however, the Lord’s teaching is presented as authoritative; Mark is the gospel of the Passion of Christ 

 Humanity of Christ: Mark emphasizes the human emotions, human limitations, and other such elements that 

highlight the human side of the Son of God; Mark has ensured that the church, if it is to be true to the Scripture, 

never abandons the real humanity of the Messiah it worships; by reminding Christians that their salvation 

depends on the death and resurrection of Christ, Mark has inextricably tied Christian faith to the reality of 

historical events 

 Discipleship: the Twelve figure prominently in Mark and are not always presented as perfect models to follow; 

however, they represent what all disciples experience: they were privileged to belong to the kingdom, yet 

perplexed about the apparent reverses suffered by that kingdom when Christian suffer 

 Emphasis on Peter and the other disciples 

 Negative light on Peter 

 Did Peter want it that way? 

 “Tell it like it was” 
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 All disciples painted in negative light: cowardly, spiritually blind, and hard of heart 

 There is nothing close in ancient literature to the Bible’s honesty about its heroes; God can use whomever he 

wants, failures and all 

 Plan: Mark’s gospel is organized according to a simple plan 

 Begins with the ministry of John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus 

 Through chapter 9, Mark describes the ministry of Jesus in and around Galilee, including miracles and 

teaching; growing opposition is mentioned 

 Following the ministry in Galilee he went to Jerusalem 

 Beginning in chapter 11, Mark outlines Jesus’ final week, including His crucifixion and resurrection; Mark 

positioned this section to demonstrate its importance 

 Style 

 Mark focuses on the actions of Jesus; omits the birth narrative and places more emphasis on his deeds than 

his words; contains around forty uses of “immediately” or “at once,” an expression that gives the impression 

of the rapid development of the activity; Jesus is constantly on the move;  

 Mark focuses on Jesus’ emotional life; mentions his compassion, his indignation, his sorrow, and his sighing 

 Mark gives special attention to Jesus’ preparation of the disiples for future ministry; Mark more clearly 

states Jesus’ purpose for selecting the twelve disciples (3:14-15) 

 Mark contains a high Christology; first verse designates him as Son of God 

 Mark is not a biography like Matthew or Luke, but includes only what presents Jesus as Savior-King, the one 

who conquers demons, disease, and death 

 He provides considerable detail, including emotional reactions of Jesus and others, the sizes and reactions of 

the crowds, and the appearance of men and women 

 The Ending of Mark 

 A few manuscripts end at 16:8 

 Many others contain a longer ending (9-20) 

 External evidence suggests that 9-20 were not part of the original text; internal evidence (abrupt shift in 

grammar, etc.) also suggests that 9-20 were added by someone other than Mark 

 The issue does not concern biblical inspiration, only whether or not a scribe added the verses later 

 Either way, it is best to see Mark’s account ending in verse 8, but the inclusion of 9-20 as part of the text 
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Outline 
I. Introduction: The Beginning of the Gospel (1:1-13) 

II. The Word and Words of Jesus in and Around Galilee (1:!4-9:50) 

a. Initial ministry in Galilee (1:14-45) 

i. Call of the first disciples (1:!4-20) 

ii. Miracles of deliverance and healing (1:21-45) 

b. Initial opposition to Jesus (2:1-3:35) 

c. Parables of Jesus (4:1-34) 

d. Miracles asserting Jesus’ power (4:35-5:43) 

e. Growing opposition to Jesus (6:1-8:26) 

f. Instructions to the disciples (8:27-9:50) 

III. The Journey to Jerusalem (10:1-52) 

a. Instruction to inquirers (10:1-31) 

b. Prediction of the passion (10:32-34) 

c. Warning to the faithless (10:35-52) 

IV. The Works and Words of Jesus in Jerusalem (11:1-16:20) 

a. The presentation of the Messiah (11:1-26) 

b. The final development of opposition (11:27-12:44) 

c. Instructions for the present and the future (13:1-37) 

d. The suffering of the Savior (14:1-14:47) 

e. The resurrection of the Savior (16:1-20) 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lea and Black: The New Testament: Its Background and Message 
Carson and Moo: An Introduction to the New Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Donald Fowler 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 
Robert H. Gundry: A Survey of the New Testament 
Rose Publishing: Deluxe Then and Now Bible Maps 


